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1. What is NGIF Accelerator and the Industry Grants Program? 
 
NGIF Accelerator is the not-for-profit arm of NGIF Capital and operates all technology and 
innovation programs. Its mandate is to de-risk and accelerate technology development and 
commercial deployment by supporting startups through their pilot projects, field trials, and 
industry validation. The goal is to accelerate the development and commercial deployment 
of new products or technologies to market by providing access to capital, resources, and 
expertise.  
 
NGIF Accelerator currently operates the Industry Grants (IG) program and administers the 
Methane Innovation Collaborative formerly the NGIF Emissions Testing Centre (ETC) 
program.  
 
Industry Grants Program  
The IG program is industry-led and funded and offers non-dilutive grants to fund early-stage 
startups for technology development and field demonstration. The program specifically de-
risks pre-commercial technology solutions that have the potential to increase the 
environmental performance of the natural gas sector. Each project in the program will 
accelerate technology readiness level progressions through pilot testing and field trials to 
advance commercialization.  
 
To date, the fund has provided over $30+MM in direct industry grant funding to more than 110 
cleantech organizations in Canada and around the world. Our portfolio's total project budget 
exceeds 350MM dollars.  
 

2. When was the Industry Grants Program started? 

The Industry Grants program was originally called the Natural Gas Innovation Fund, which 
was created by the Canadian Gas Association (CGA) in 2016 to advance clean technologies 
in the natural gas industry. Due to rapid growth within the fund and the demand for clean 
technologies, in 2021, the Natural Gas Innovation Fund branched out and formed its own 
organization NGIF Capital, which also manages Cleantech Ventures Fund I. Later in 2023, 
NGIF Capital created a subsidiary, nonprofit organization, NGIF Accelerator, that operates all 
NGIF’s technology and innovation programs. For information on our initiatives, please visit 
our website here. 

  

https://www.ngif.ca/industry-grants/
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3. What is the Methane Reduction Demonstration Program? 

The Methane Reduction Demonstration Program is designed to accelerate the 
commercialization of high-impact, near-commercial methane detection, quantification, and 
reduction technologies through a market-driven selection process. Its primary objective is to 
advance promising innovations from development and pilot-scale validation to 
demonstration and early-stage commercial deployment. This is achieved by leveraging a 
combination of public and industry non-dilutive funding, validating performance through 
strategically selected demonstration sites, and incorporating direct feedback from end-use 
customers to ensure that product specifications align with market needs. 

Technologies supported under this program are expected to deliver measurable 
environmental benefits, economic value, and scalability across Alberta’s oil and natural gas 
value chain. The program emphasizes solutions that address critical industry challenges and 
align with evolving regulatory requirements, enhancing both operational efficiency and 
compliance performance. 

By facilitating this progression, the Methane Reduction Demonstration Program serves as a 
critical bridge to broader market readiness and commercial scale-up, laying the foundation 
for widespread deployment of supported technologies. 

The Methane Reduction Demonstration Program is backed by the Government of Alberta 
through Alberta Environment and Protected Areas (AEPA) and its Technology Innovation and 
Emissions Reduction (TIER) fund and is delivered by NGIF Accelerator’s Industry Grants 
program. This program is supported with $7MM in funding from the Government of Alberta 
and $3MM in matching funds from the Industry Grants program. 

 
4. Who are the Industry Grants program participants? 

 
The IG program has 10 Canadian energy participants, committed to driving cleantech 
innovation and solutions for the natural gas industry. Our participants include Apex Utilities, 
ARC Resources, ATCO Gas, Birchcliff Energy Ltd., Canadian Natural Resources Ltd., Enbridge 
Gas Inc., Fortis BC, Pacific Northern Gas, SaskEnergy, and Tourmaline Oil Corp. 
 

5. Why should I apply for funding through the Methane Reduction Demonstration 
Program? 
 
The IG program is a market-centric initiative where organizations across the O&G value chain 
pool their innovation funding and leverage their intelligence to field test innovation across 
Canada. You have an opportunity to receive direct feedback and support from your potential 
customers to advance your innovative technology. Your application will undergo an industry 
and independent peer review process where committees comprising industry experts select, 
undertake due diligence, and advance methane projects that could benefit the industry. Your 
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innovative technology will be field piloted at one of the member sites (host site), where you 
have an opportunity to demonstrate and interact closely with potential market leaders across 
the O&G value chain.  
 
 

6. How do I know if I am eligible for funding? 
 
To determine eligibility for funding, please review the eligibility criteria in the Intake 
Guidelines Document, which can be found on the competition website page and the 
application portal. It is recommended that all applicants review it before submitting their 
application. 
 

7. What is the investment process for the Methane Reduction Demonstration Program? 

The Methane Reduction Demonstration Program launches a unified, gated process to fast-
track methane reduction technologies from pilot to commercial scale.  

Gate 1 includes market-driven evaluation through the Industry Grants program’s robust 
stage-gated evaluation process – Stage 1 Intake Stage and Stage 2 Evaluation Stage. 

Gate 2, backed by the Government of Alberta, provides TIER matching funding to approved 
Industry Grants projects. An independent committee of experts will assess each project 
against the TIER mandate to reduce greenhouse gas emissions intensity from Alberta’s 
industrial facilities for TIER funding consideration. 

Applicants must go through BOTH gates of evaluation before being approved for funding. A 
fully executed Contribution Agreement will be required before funds are released. 
 

8. How do you define an innovative technology? 
 
Innovative technology should be novel (near commercial) and demonstrated to be better 
than incumbent technologies on key metrics such as emissions reduction potential, cost 
competitiveness, or lower impact on the environment. Additionally, the technology should 
present a strong value proposition relative to other new technologies.  
 

9. Do I need to be a company incorporated in Canada to apply? 
 
No. The applicant and the technology can come from any country; however, the project must 
preferentially occur in Alberta, Canada, at a qualifying NGIF IG industry member site. 
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10. Is it mandatory for the technology to generate environmental benefits? 
 
Yes. Environmental benefits will be established at the project demonstration site. Applicants 
must also be able to demonstrate that their technology will be able to generate substantial 
environmental performance improvements over the business-as-usual case when deployed 
commercially.  
 

11. What timeline should be considered for calculating environmental performance 
reductions (e.g., savings per year and cumulative to 2030) or another date? 
 
The IG program will base its assessment on annual environmental performance for the life of 
the project, as well as the greenhouse gas (GHG) intensity relative to other technologies. 
Applicants are encouraged to include estimates of cumulative benefits by 2030 and 2035 
from the date of commercialization in their application. 
 

12. Does the project IP go to NGIF Accelerator at the completion of the project? 
 
No. All background and project IP remain vested with the applicant. NGIF Accelerator will 
require data, reports, and project documents throughout the project. The applicant will 
compile the requested information into reports and share it with all industry and independent 
reviewers who have chosen to support the project. 
 

13. What types of demonstration host facilities are eligible? 
 
The funding opportunity requires the project demonstration site to occur at one of Canada's 
IG program member sites (examples include well sites, compressor stations, gathering 
systems, gas processing plants, pipelines, distribution networks or consumer sites). NGIF 
Accelerator will help and facilitate applicants to engage with its eligible members to secure 
a demonstration site for their technologies. Applicants are not expected to have secured 
demonstration hosts to be eligible for the competition but are encouraged to have 
conversations with the IG Members’ companies to better streamline the process in the event 
an applicant is chosen for funding. 
 

14. Can the Methane Reduction Demonstration Program’s funding be used as project 
support for Federal or Provincial funding programs? 
 
Yes, the program can fund projects in partnership with other organizations that require 
matching dollars. All funding calls provide an opportunity to applicants for project co-funding 
consideration by the IG program’s Trusted Partners. For more information, please refer to the 
Intake Guidelines Document. 
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15. Is a collaboration with an academic institution an eligible use of funds? 
 
Yes, applicants are welcome to collaborate with academic institutions, including 
universities, colleges, and schools. 
 

16. If an application is shared with a Trusted Partner who decides to fund the project, 
would the funding be in addition to the Methane Reduction Demonstration Program’s 
funding? 
 
Trusted Partners will follow their own evaluation and governance model to review and make 
decisions.  
 
Generally, funding from Trusted Partners will be in addition to the amount awarded by the IG 
program. However, there could be situations where a Trusted Partner’s funding is used to 
offset a portion of the funding request to the Methane Reduction Demonstration Program, for 
example, if the program is unable to fund the entire requested amount. 
 

17. How much funding can I apply for through the Methane Reduction Demonstration 
Program for my project?  
 
Eligible projects can apply for up to $750,000 (CAD) per project, representing up to 75% of 
the total project cost. The maximum amount that will be awarded to any project can vary.  
 

18. If NGIF Accelerator approves our funding, do we get approved for the full amount? 
 
Generally, yes. However, the program reserves the right to award less funding than initially 
requested.  
 

19. What criteria are used for decision-making at Investment Intake Stage 1? Does the 
Methane Reduction Demonstration Program share the relevant Key Performance 
Indicators (KPIs) for its competition? 
 
Applications are assessed on the criteria described in the Intake Guidelines Document that 
is posted on the program’s competition website. Specific key performance indicators are not 
used due to the variety of proposals we receive and the fact that all applications are evaluated 
on their own merit. 
 

20. Are project details kept confidential throughout the entire application process? 
 
Project applications, reports, and other proprietary details are kept confidential. When a 
project is announced to proceed in Stage 2, NGIF Accelerator will publicly share a non-
confidential summary of the project.  
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At the end of the project, reports of outcomes and learnings from the project are treated as 
confidential and shared only with the project funders and members. A non-confidential 
report will also be generated at the end of the project for public reporting.  
 

21. Can a project be started prior to being approved for funding with the Methane 
Reduction Demonstration Program? 
 
Yes, a project can start prior to being awarded funding by NGIF Accelerator. However, only 
project-related eligible expenses incurred after the funding approval letter are eligible for 
payment using the approved IG program funds. 
 

22. How can I stay apprised of the NGIF Accelerator’s funding opportunities? 
 
Stay updated on the NGIF Accelerator’s funding opportunities and new 
competitions/programs by visiting our website at https://www.ngif.ca and subscribing to our 
mailing list. You can also follow us on Twitter @NGIFCapital and LinkedIn at NGIF 
Accelerator. 
 

23. Where do I go if I have any further questions? 
 
If you have reviewed the Methane Reduction Demonstration Program webpage and 
documentation and still have unanswered questions, please contact us at mrdp@ngif.ca. 
 

24. Can I meet with the NGIF Accelerator’s evaluation and approval committees to discuss 
my project prior to submitting an application? 
 
NGIF Accelerator’s committees do not meet directly with applicants. NGIF Accelerator’s 
Industry Grants program is designated to be the sole interface with potential applicants. If 
you wish to discuss your project prior to making a submission, please contact us at 
mrdp@ngif.ca. 
 

25. Who can participate in the Methane Reduction Demonstration Program? 
 
The competition is open to start-ups and SMEs from all over the world. It is not a requirement 
for any applicant to have a physical presence in Canada. However, as stated in competition 
guidelines, it is expected that the applicant will demonstrate the technology in Alberta and 
have a roadmap to serve the Alberta oil and gas market. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ngif.ca/industry-grants/
https://ca.linkedin.com/showcase/ngif-accelerator/
https://ca.linkedin.com/showcase/ngif-accelerator/
mailto:application@ngif.ca
mailto:application@ngif.ca
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26. What are the methane solutions the Methane Reduction Demonstration Program is 
interested in? 
 
The Methane Reduction Demonstration Program is looking for applications in the following 
methane focus areas serving the oil and natural gas production and natural gas transmission 
and distribution market sectors: 
 
Methane Mitigation & Reduction: including but not limited to vapour recovery units, storage 
tank emissions control, methane capture solutions, compressor seal improvements, low-
bleed/zero emission pneumatics, remote power solutions, flare reduction, surface casing 
vent flow (SCVF), and intermittent destruction technologies.  

Methane Measurement & Quantification (up to 40% of Program Funds): including, but not 
limited to, top-down technologies and land-based technologies. 

Applicants are advised to review the Challenge Statement in the application portal to see a 
more granulated list of technology areas of interest. Please note that it isn’t a requirement for 
your solution to be a part of the list to apply.  
 

27. Can projects at TRL 5 apply to the competition? 
 
No. Only projects from TRL 7 to TRL 9 will be considered for this competition. TRL 6 
applications may be considered if they demonstrate a clear, accelerated path to 
commercialization. For further information, please find the Intake Guidelines Document at 
our website here. 
 

28. What is the timeline for the competition? 
The deadline for submitting your Expression of Interest (EOI) is September 29th, 2026, at 7 PM 
EST.   

 

https://www.ngif.ca/methane-reduction-demonstration-program/
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